D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dso 


Design Resource 
Saree Weaving - Thrissur, 
Kerala 


Traditional Wear of the Kerala 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. and 
Amulya S. 

NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/saree-weaving-thris- 
sur-kerala 


1. Introduction 

2. Tools and Raw Materials 
3. Making Process 

4. Products 

5. Video 

6. Contact Details 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsc 


Design Resource 


Saree Weaving - Thrissur, 


Kerala 

Traditional Wear of the Kerala 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. and 
Amulya S. 


NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/saree-weaving-thris- 
sur-kerala/introduction 


1. Introduction 

2. Tools and Raw Materials 
3. Making Process 

4. Products 

5. Video 

6. Contact Details 


Introduction 


Kerala Saree also known as the kasavu saree the traditional wear of the Keralites is seen worn by the women dur- 
ing different occasions and festivals. Traditional wears of Kerala are the Kerala Set-Saree, Set-Mundu, Neriyath, 
Kavani, Kasava etc. These traditional wears are specially made at Kuthampully of the Thrissur district of Kerala 

in India. It is specially made by the Devanga Chettiar community who originally belongs to the Mysore region 

of Karnataka who had shifted their looms to Kuthampully long years ago for weaving for the Raja of the Kochi 
Palace. 


It is said there are about 2000 people of this place and community who still continue their tradition given by 
their ancestors. Kuthampully village is located in the Thiruvilwamala grama panchayat of the Thrissur district i.e. 
said to be about 50 km northeast of the Thrissur district. 


Kerala Saree generally is of a single piece of cloth where as traditional mundum neriyathum is of a two piece 
cloth. It is considered as the cultural costume of the Malayali community with the beauty and charm of the gold- 
en borders with the plain white mundum neriyathum. Now days this is mostly draped in the nivi or the national 
style of draping. Traditionally it is said that the mundum neriyathum was worn with the neriyathu tucked inside 
the blouse. 


The coloured strip at the border are referred to as Kara, the piece of cloth that drapes the lower garment is 
called mundu and the upper garment called the neriyathu. One end of the neriyathu is worn over a blouse that is 
tucked inside the pavadai or petticoat with the left behind long end of neriyathu is worn diagonally to the front 
torso. 


The mundum neriyathum is worn as an everyday attire and also for the festive occasions. Previously the colour 
of the blouse determines the age and the marital status of the woman. The young spinster girls wear the green 
colour and the married middle aged mothers the red colour. Kasavu (golden border) is of generally pure golden, 
copper coated or artificial. It is found that mostly the simple line designs adorn the bottom of the saree whereas 
the small peacock or temple designs are ornamented on the pallu part. 
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Pair of fly shuttle along with spools. 


A wooden beam is used to stretch and maintain the 
stiffness of the sari. 


Sari border being weaved with Zari threads. 
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Collecting sari after drying under sun. 


Pile of weaved saris with different color borders. 
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Patterns formed using screen print method. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


Following are the tools and raw materials required for Kerala Saree Weaving at Thrissur: 
¢ Small Bobbins: It is used to wind the zari threads for warping. 

¢ Charaka Equipment: It is used to wind the yarn. 

* Scissors: It is used to cut the extra fabric, yarns. 

¢ Measuring Tape: It is used to measure the length and width of the fabric. 

¢ Rice Kanji: It is the liquid in which the cotton yarns wound on the pirns are immersed. 
¢ Chalk Powder: It is applied on the table for pasting the next set of fabric for printing. 

¢ Sticker Gum: It is used to stick the fabric firmly during printing. 

¢ Piece of Fabric: It is used to stick on the two edges of the printing table. 

¢ Sand Paper: It is used to rub the corners of the fly shuttle for better weaving. 


¢ Safety Pins: It is used to hold the printed fabric for drying. 


A pair of spools with Zari thread. 
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Cotton and silk yarns that are used for weaving 
Kerala sari, Trissur. 


Threads for warping are taken from set of spools. 
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Spindle machine that is used to roll threads to 
bobbins. 


Fly shuttles along with spools. 
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Warp beam that is used to roll Zari threads. 


Zari threads pass through jacquard hole and roll in warp 
beam. 
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Jacquard cards that are used to create designs. 


Handloom machine. 
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Wires are tied to threads and hung for balance, sand 
paper, scissors, blade and a measure tape. Polishing 
brush, cutter. 
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A table that is used to spread weaved cloth to screen Set of safety pins that are used to hang saris. 
print designs onto the sari. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.ds« 


Design Resource 


Saree Weaving - Thrissur, 


Kerala 

Traditional Wear of the Kerala 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. and 
Amulya S. 


NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/saree-weaving-thris- 
sur-kerala/tools-and-raw-materials 


1. Introduction 

2. Tools and Raw Materials 
3. Making Process 

4. Products 

5. Video 

6. Contact Details 


12 


"IE 


[CHALK POWDER \ 
? Syuskine Chemical Company 


A, Chinthamani Road, Rajaman Nagar, 


Madural 9, Ph: 2558882 9 ids 


Chalk powder is sprinkled on the table before Ink used to create patterns on saris by screen print 
spreading the sari to screen print. method. 


Sticker gum is used to make sari stay stiff on table. Screen with a small flower design. 
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Making Process 


Kerala saree is specially known as the saree of either white or cream with kasavu (golden threads). The process 

of making this saree involves the constant hardships of the weaver during all the steps of making it. Cotton yarns 
are generally brought from the Salem regions of Tamilnadu and Zari threads from Surat. The cotton yarn of the 
roll form are wound to the small pirns for the weft purpose and immersed in the kanji liquid for stiffness purpose. 
Zari threads are wound to the small pirns for the design and weft purpose. 


In case of the cotton yarn they are rolled on the beam and knotted to the previous yarns firmly by dipping the 
fingers into the melted wax to avoid the slipperiness of the fingers. The yarns are then extended and the beam is 
placed on the loom for weaving. 


Zari threads from the bobbins are passed through the eyelets and rolled on to the warping beams. The eyelets 
moves from one end to the other end of the warping frame, there by winding about three mona said in the local 
language (i.e. one set of the top and the bottom threads of the warp). Thereby continuously changing the bob- 
bins till the required length is obtained. The zari threads are then knotted to the previous threads and in be- 
tween dip the fingers in the melted wax for the strong knotting. The zari threads are extended and applied with 
wax from one end to the other for stiffness purpose. After the cotton yarn and the zari threads are inserted and 
tightened to the required length. The weaving process begins with the controlled mechanism of the Jacquard for 
the insertion of the patterns. 


Though weaving is done on the handlooms mostly, the saree woven on the power looms from the Erode and 
Salem regions are brought to Kuthampully for the final works of the printing. The method followed is the screen 
printing where the films of the designs are sent from Tirupur and the screens are set here. As per requirement, 
the screen is cleaned properly with the wet cloth and then the colour paste made is spread evenly to imprint the 
design on the fabric that is placed firmly to the table with the chalk powder and the sticker gum. 


Most of the time the fabric observed is rough therefore they are sent through the calendering process to obtain 
a smooth finish. The fabric is then folded, pressed and packed to be sold or exported to the places wherever the 
Keralites live in the world. 
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Flow Chart of Saree Weaving Process: 


1. The Cotton yarn is brought from Salem and Zari threads from the Surat regions of 
India. 


* 2. Cotton yarns are wound to pirns by the Charaka equipment and immersed in the 
Kanji liquid for stiffness. 


3. Cotton yarns are spread on the beam, knotted with previous cotton yarn and fixed on 
to the loom. 


¢ 4. Zari threads are wound to pirns with the Charaka equipment for weft. 


5. Zari bobbins are fed to the Zari warping beam that has the eyelets moving from one 


end to other by winding the required length. 


* 6. The zari threads are knotted firmly to the previous threads and applied with wax 
throughout the length for better grip. 


* 8. As per the pattern required it is taken for embroidery or printing work. 


9. As Kuthampully is famously known for the Kerala saree, sarees woven on the 


powerloom mostly from Salem and Erode are further done with the printing work. 


* 10. The saree is evenly spread on the table with the help of chalk powder and 
sticker gum. 


11. As per the required design and colour the printing paste is made and spread through 


the screens to the saree pieces. 


¢ 12. The saree is then passed through a series of rollers for smooth finish which is 
generally referred to as the calendering process. 
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Handloom that is used to weave. Spindle used to roll threads to spools. 
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Warping beam that is used to roll threads of 
required length. 
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Shuttle is passed through the threads. 
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Weaving of sari along with border. Weaving of sari in the handloom. 
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Handloom machine where the saris are weaved. The preparations done before printing the patterns on 
the sari. 
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Printing the patterns on the sari. 
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Folding the sari after printing the patterns. The sari after printing patterns is hung with the help of 
safety pins to keep it dry and clean. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - ww 


Design Resource 


Saree Weaving - Thrissur, 


Kerala 

Traditional Wear of the Kerala 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. and 
Amulya S. 


NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/saree-weaving-thris- 
sur-kerala/products 


1. Introduction 

2. Tools and Raw Materials 
3. Making Process 

4. Products 

5. Video 

6. Contact Details 


21 


Products 


In Kuthampully, the Thrissur district of Kerala is specially known for the typically woven Kerala saree, Set mundu, 
Neriyath, Men’s mundu with different varieties woven specially on the Handloom. 


There are different varieties like the tissue kasavu (woven alternately with the cotton yarn and the zari threads) 
they are generally stiff. Cotton in middle portion and zari on the edges woven as saree or neriyath. The length of 
the Kerala saree is generally of 6.25 meter with blouse piece and 5.5 meter without blouse piece. 


The Handloom saree of minimum cost begins with the range of about INR 1000- 1500 and can also go more than 
INR 20,000 based on the design and the zari threads. In Power loom woven sari with print begins with the cost of 
about INR 450 and goes higher as per the design and the work done on them. 


Cotton saris with zari borders. Sari that is completely weaved and finished. 
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Bird pattern printed on sari. 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. 
and Amulya S. at NID Campus, Bengaluru. 


You can get in touch with 
¢ Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhuduttal[at]nid.edu 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Key Contacts: 
Rajeev Handloom 
Thrissur 

Kerala 

Phone: 0488 4282611 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


